INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH

*t Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost * September 17, 2023 *F

Worship Notes: * Our Lector is Nancy Buchan * Our Crucifer is Teresa Boykin * We are using
Setting 2 from the ELW « Our guest Organist is Janet Marks * The flowers on the altar today are
given in memory of Betty M Wilds, by her children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

TEMPLE TALK

PRELUDE Kommst du nun, von Himmel herunter auf Erden ].S. Bach
(Come Thou, Jesus, from Heaven to Earth)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as able and face the back of the church.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 452 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death
AZMON

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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pray to the  Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Glo-ry to God in the high -est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we  praise you for your glo-ry.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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2 Lord Je - susChrist,on-ly Son of the Fa - ther,

Lord God, Lamb
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seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the endless fountain of forgiveness. Replace our
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your
will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated.

WORD

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21

5Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” %So they approached
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 7‘Say to Joseph: I beg you,
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please
forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to
him. ®Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your

slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? *°Even though
you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous
people, as he is doing today. #So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.”
In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13

Refrain John W. Becker
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'Bless the Lorp, O my soul,*
and all that is within me, bless his holy name.

?Bless the Lorp, O my soul,*

and forget not all his benefits.
*He forgives all your sins*
and heals all jour infirmities;

*he redeems your life from the grave*

~and crowns you with mercy and lovingkindness; R,

*he satisfies you With good things,*
and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
‘The LorD exécutes righteousness*
and judgment for all who 4re oppressed.
He made his ways known to Moses*
and his works to the children of Israel.
*The Lorp is full of compassion and mercy,*
slow to anger and 6f great kindness. R

’He will not alivays accuse us,*
nor will he keep his anger forever.
'"He has not dealt with us according fo our sins,*
nor rewarded us according {o our wickedness.
"For as the heavens are high above the earth,*
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.
12As far as the east is from the west,*
so far has he removed our $ins from us.
PAs a father cares for his children,*
so does the LORD care for those who fear him. R

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12

"'Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over

opinions. *Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat
must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those
who eat; for God has welcomed them. ¥Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It
is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
make them stand. 5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to
be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. °Those who observe the day, observe it in
honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God;
while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. "We do not live to
ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to



the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ
died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. *®°Why do you pass
judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we
will all stand before the judgment seat of God. "For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” *So then, each of us will be
accountable to God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: p.124
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 Please stand as able.
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

2Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” >?Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell
you, seven times seventy. 3“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 2#When he began the reckoning, one who owed
him ten thousand talents was brought to him; *5and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to
be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be

made. 2°So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay
you everything.” 2?And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him
the debt. 2®But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed
him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” 29Then his
fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” 3°But
he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 3*When his
fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported
to their lord all that had taken place. 3*Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You
wicked slave! [ forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you? 34#And in anger his lord handed him over to
be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one
of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated.

SERMON Pastor Emily Willhide



HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 359 Where Charity and Love Prevail
TWENTY-FOURTH

THE APOSTLES’ CREED Please stand as able.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition concludes “Merciful God,” We respond: “receive our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation.

ANTHEM: “Fill My Life, O Lord My God” Robert J. Powell

Fill my life, O Lord my God, So, O Lord, from even me

Fill my life with praise, Shall thou receive the glory due,

That my whole being may proclaim  And so shall I on earth begin

Thy love and thy ways. The song for ever new.

Praise in my going out, O Lord, Fill my life, O Lord, my God,

And in my coming in; Fill my life with praise;

Praise in each duty and each deed, That my whole being may proclaim

Now let my praise begin. Thy love and thy ways.

O fill my life with praise!

OFFERTORY HYMN: ELW 466 In the Singing

BREAD OF PEACE

Please stand as able.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all
might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING: p.129
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Let us give thanks the Lord our God.
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It 1is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.



COMMUNION - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus
invites us all to the table. Please take an empty communion glass from the trays at the front of the
church. The innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those who prefer juice to
wine. There are discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers.

LAMB OF GOD: p.135
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COMMUNION HYMNS: ELW 639 When We Are Living
SOMOS DEL SENOR
ELW 487 What Feast of Love
GREENSLEEVES
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Please stand as able.

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and
delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet,
where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The God of glory,  Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you,
bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW 544 Praise the Lord, Rise Us Rejoicing
ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN

DISMISSAL:
Go in peace. Love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Fanfare William Mathias

Please join us for coffee hour in the Fellowship Hall.



