
INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

☩  Fifth Sunday in Easter • Red Door Sunday • May 7th, 2023 ☩ 
Worship Notes:  • Our Lector for today is Mary Kehl • Our Crucifer for today is Teresa Boykin • 

We are in Setting 3 of the ELW •  The flowers on the altar are given by Jeff and Nora Shealy in 
honor of their 35th anniversary. • 

 
 
PRELUDE       Prelude on “The Call”                                                 Alec Wyton 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM                    Please stand as able and face the back of the church. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by whose 
speaking we are given new life. Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported as citizens 
of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. Holy God, holy and merciful, holy 
and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting wellspring. In mercy and might you 
have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters 
our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew. Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for 
rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture 
both crops and creatures. Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the 
Spirit of the new creation. 
 
Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness to your 
resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.  Satisfy the world’s need 
through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. Where despair 
prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 
We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. Amen. 
                      
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 645                                             Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 

WESTMINSTER ABBEY 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE: p.139 

 



 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: p.140 

 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to 
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
Please be seated. 

 
 
 
 



WORD 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 7:54-60 

54When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen. 55But 
filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at 
the right hand of God. 56Look, he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God!" 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together 
against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses 
laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he 
prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, 
"Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he died. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16                       Read responsively. 
 1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
 2Incline your ear to me; 
  make haste to deliver me. 
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
  for you are my tower of strength.  
 5Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth. 
 15My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.” 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:6-10 
6For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7To you then who believe, he is precious; 
but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head 
of the corner,” 8and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They 
stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty 
acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: p.142 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 14:1-14                                 Please stand as able. 
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the 
Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, 
and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then 
believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me 
will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going 
to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.          Please be seated. 
  
SERMON                                                                                                            Pastor Emily Willhide  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 641                                All Are Welcome  

TWO OAKS 
 

GODSPEED FOR SEMINARIAN GINA SCHAEFER  
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED          Please stand as able.  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 



he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes “Hear us, O God.” We respond: “Your mercy is great.” 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
 

MEAL 
The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation. 

  
ANTHEM:                         Come Follow Me                                   John Leavitt 

 
OFFERTORY: ELW 696 (v.5)                                 Jesus Calls Us;  o’er the Tumult 

GALILEE 
 
Please stand as able. 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 
In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out 
in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING: p.108 

 



PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: p.144b

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Welcome to the table of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
Please be seated. 
 
COMMUNION  - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus 
invites us all to the table. The communion cups are in trays at the front of the church. There are 
discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers. 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD: p.146 

 
COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 477                         I Received the Living God 

LIVING GOD 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 530                             Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather 

TOKYO 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION         Please stand as able. 
Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 
grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
DEDICATION OF DOORS 
 

 
SENDING 

 
BLESSING 
The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: ELW 654                               The Church’s One Foundation 

AURELIA 
The congregation is invited to move into the Narthex. 

 
DISMISSAL: 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. Thanks be to God. 
   
 

Join us for a reception in the Memorial Garden 
 

 


