INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH

*+ Fourth Sunday after Epiphany * January 28%, 2024 *F

Worship Notes: * Our Lector is Leslie Skinner * Our Crucifer is Sabra Custer *« We are in Setting 8
of the ELW « Flowers on the altar are in memory of Glenda Goings. *

PRELUDE: Siciliano, from the Violin Sonata Johann Sebastian Bach
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as able and face the back of the church.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation. Amen.

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin.

God of life, you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be
messengers of your peace. We confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources,
and our security. We nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of our
neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have mercy on us. Where we are self-
centered, open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us courage. Where we are
cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace and give us again the hope of eternal
life in you. Amen.

Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In *F Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Shout with joy, for all
the ends of the earth shall know the salvation of God. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 886 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
AZMON

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE: ELW p.184
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE: ELW p.87
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your presence and continue to
reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us
in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD
CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20

5The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you
shall heed such a prophet. °This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the
day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever
again see this great fire, [ will die.” 7Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they
have said. ¥ will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put
my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I

command. YAnyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I
myself will hold accountable. 2°But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who
presumes to speak in my name a word that [ have not commanded the prophet to speak—that
prophet shall die.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 11
'Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright,
in the congregation.
>Great are your works, O LORD,
pondered by all who delight in them.
3Majesty and splendor | mark your deeds,
and your righteousness endures forever.
4You cause your wonders to be remembered;
you are gracious and full of compassion.
5You give food to those who fear you,
remembering forever your covenant.
%You have shown your people the power of your works
in giving them the lands of the nations.
7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice;
all of your precepts are sure.
8They stand fast forever and ever,
because they are done in truth and equity.
9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever;
holy and awesome is your name.
°The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

"Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge
puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the
necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 4Hence, as to the eating of
food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that “there is no God
but one.” 5SIndeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact
there are many gods and many lords—®%yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all
things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and
through whom we exist. 7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have
become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to
an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 3Food will not bring us close to God.” We
are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of
yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. °For if others see you, who
possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is
weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? "So by your knowledge those
weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. ?But when you thus sin against members of
your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 3Therefore, if
food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that | may not cause one of them to fall.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW p.188
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28 Please stand as able.
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.”

2Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the
synagogue and taught.>?They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having
authority, and not as the scribes. 3Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean
spirit, >Yand he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to
destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” >But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be
silent, and come out of him!” 2°And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud
voice, came out of him. *’They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is
this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey
him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated.

SERMON Pastor Emily Willhide

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 610 O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come

DISTRESS

THE APOSTLES’ CREED Please stand as able.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition concludes “God of grace,” We respond: “receive our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL

The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation for those not using online giving.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: “Bring Low Our Ancient Adam” Johann Sebastian Bach

Please stand as able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup you open
heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus,
in whose name we pray. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING: ELW p.190
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PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY:

ELW p.190
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God. Welcome to the table of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please be seated.

COMMUNION - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus
invites us all to the table. Please take an empty communion glass from the trays at the front of the
church. The innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those who prefer juice to
wine. There are discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers.



LAMB OF GOD: ELW p.191
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COMMUNION HYMNS: ELW 612 Healer of Our Every Ill
HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL
ELW 721 Goodness Is Stronger than Evil
GOODNESS IS STRONGER
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Please stand as able.

God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you have
gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good news
of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, * bless you
and remain with you always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW 434 Jesus Shall Reign
DUKE STREET

DISMISSAL:
Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: We praise Thee, O God Johann Sebastian Bach

Please join us for Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall



