
 

  



INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

☩ Christmas Eve • December 24th, 2022 ☩ 
Worship Notes: 

 • Our Lector for today is Stephanie Seebauer • Our Crucifer for today is Bill Williamson • Our 
Banner Bearer is Jeff Shealy • Our Bible Bearer is John Sawicki • 

 
THE ORGAN PRELUDE:                 
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                                                    Dale Wood 
Gelobet Seist du, Jesu Christ                                         Johann Pachelbel 
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                         Johannes Brahms  
A Nativity Scene                                                                         Wilbur Held  

Oh, Come, Emmanuel 
Silent Night 
Shepherds 
The Three Kings 
Joy to the World 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUCEMENTS 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP          Please stand as able. 
Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Declare his glory among the nations, his wonders among all the peoples. 
 
Give to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his courts. 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; tremble before him, all the earth. 
 
Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad, let the sea roar, let the field be joyful! 
All the trees of the forest, shout for joy before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth 
with righteousness and the peoples with truth. 
 
CAROL: ELW 269                                                            Once in Royal David’s City                             
                                                                                                                                IRBY 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   
And also with you. 
 
GLORIA: ELW 289                             Angels We Have Heard on High 

GLORIA 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant 
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to 
the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.                      Please be seated. 
 



WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the 
yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have 
broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments 
rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given 
to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be 
endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of 
the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 96                      Robert Hobby 
Refrain: “Let the heavens rejoice, and the earth be glad!” 
 
 

 

 
 
 
SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and 
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 
godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CAROL:  ELW 295 (v.1-3)                   Of the Father’s Love Begotten  

DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14                  
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 8In that region there were 
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the 
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  
 
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.          Please be seated. 
 
CAROL:  ELW 295 (v. 4-5)                   Of the Father’s Love Begotten  

DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 
 
SERMON                                          Pastor Emily Willhide 
 
CAROL: ELW 274                                                                                  On Christmas Night                

                                SUSSEX CAROL 
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 



On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes “God of grace,” We respond: “Hear our prayer.” 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.                 Please be seated. 
 
ANTHEM:          “Before the Marvel of This Night”                                   Carl Schalk 
Before the marvel of this night, adoring, fold your wings and bow, 
Then tear the sky apart with light, and with your news the world endow. 
Proclaim the birth of Christ and peace, that fear and death and sorrow cease: 
Sing peace, sing peace, sing gift of peace, sing peace, sing gift of peace! 
 
Awake the sleeping world with song, this is the day the Lord has made. 
Assemble here, celestial throng, in royal splendor come arrayed. 
Give earth a glimpse of heav’nly bliss, a teasing taste of what they miss: 
Sing bliss, sing bliss, sing endless bliss, sing bliss, sing endless bliss! 
 
The love that we have always known, our constant joy and endless light, 
Now to the loveless world be shown, now break upon its deathly night. 
Into one song compress the love that rules our universe above: 
Sing love, sing love, sing God is love, sing love, sing God is love! 
 
OFFERTORY CAROL: ELW 296                                                                  What Child Is This                                                                                            

                                                 GREENSLEEVES 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the song of 
the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world 
the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  
Amen. 
 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING: p.152 
 

 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY:  ELW 190 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
Holy one, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your 
will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.  
 
With this bread and cup we will remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and 
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his 
coming.  
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in 
us. Awaken your people. Fill us with light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.  
  
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 
High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of grace. Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION  
We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us all to the 
table. The communion cups are in trays at the front of the church. There are discard trays by the 
side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers. 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 



LAMB OF GOD: ELW 199 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS: ELW 271                   I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve 

               JEG ER SA GLAD 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 276                       Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

               W ZLOBIE LEZY 
 

COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 277                                   Away in a Manger 
                    AWAY IN A MANGER 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION         Please stand as able. 
God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you have 
gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good news 
of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES: ELW 281                   Silent Night 

STILLE NACHT 
 

v.1 Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
v.2 Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht,  
Hirten erst kundgemacht  
Durch der Engel Halleluja,  
Tönt es laut von fern und nah:  
Christ, der Retter ist da!  
Christ, der Retter ist da! 



v.3 Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from your holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 
PRAYER FOR PEACE 
O God, you sent your son to dwell among us and to show us the way of peace. You call us out of 
complacency and into your holy work of establishing peace and justice for all people. Let the 
grace and hope of this silent holy night spill out into the world and give peace to your church, 
peace among nations, peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send peace upon 
your hearts, now and forever. Amen. 
As the lights come up, please carefully extinguish your candle. Please leave your candle in baskets 
in the narthex.  
 
SENDING CAROL :  ELW 267                                                                       Joy to the World                             
                                                                                                                        ANTIOCH 
 
DISMISSAL 
Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE      From Heaven Above To Earth I Come         Johann Bernhardt Bach 

(1676-1749) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
  



 

  



 


