
INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

☩ Ascension Sunday • May 21st, 2023 ☩ 
Worship Notes:  • Our Lectors for today are Carrie Wood and Jason Snyder  • Our Crucifer for 

today is Amy Kehl • We are in Setting 3 of the ELW •  Flowers on the altar are given by Jason 
Snyder in honor of his and Suzanne’s 24th anniversary. • 

 
 
PRELUDE       “Christians, We Have Met to Worship”                  arr. Sandra Tucker 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM                                   Please stand as able. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, and we are a 
new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who was, who is, and 
who is to come. 
 

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through the earth, 
through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our 
sin is drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely through. In Jesus 
Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us and enclose us in safety. You call us 
forth and send us out. In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have become our 
salvation. Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us again as 
your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 
To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and 
thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen. 
                      
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 825                                                     You Servants of God 

LYONS 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE: p.139 

 



 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: p.140 
 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes 
for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into 
your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
Please be seated. 

 



WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11 

1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive 
to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 
there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6So 
when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father 
has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 47                         Read responsively. 
 1Clap your hands, all you peoples; 
  shout to God with a joyful sound. 
 2For the LORD Most High is to be feared: 
  a great king over all the earth, 
 3who subdues the peoples under us, 
  and the nations un-der our feet; 
 4who chooses our inheritance for us, 
  the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.  
 5God has gone up with a shout, 
  the LORD with the sound of the ram’s horn. 
 6Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
  sing praises to our king, sing praises.  
 7For God is king of all the earth; 
  sing praises with a song. 
 8God reigns over the nations; 
  God is enthroned on high. 
 9The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham. 
  The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.  
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 
as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what 



is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 
saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 
the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from 
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age 
but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the 
head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: p.142 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53                                 Please stand as able. 
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 
psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he 
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the 
third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending 
upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with 
power from on high.” 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 
heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were 
continually in the temple blessing God. 
 
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.          Please be seated. 
  
SERMON                                                                                                            Pastor Emily Willhide  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 579                   Lord, You Give the Great Commission  

ABBOT’S LEIGH 
 

BAPTISM OF DALTON WESLEY BICKLEY p.227 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes “Hear us, O God.” We respond: “Your mercy is great.” 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
MEAL 

The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation. 
  

ANTHEM:     “A Song of Stewardship”                                         Dale Peterson  
 
Please stand as able. 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 
In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out 
in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING: p.108 

 
 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: p.144b

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. Thanks be to God. 
Please be seated. 
 
COMMUNION  - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus 
invites us all to the table. The communion cups are in trays at the front of the church. There are 
discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD: p.146 

 
COMMUNION HYMN:                “Beloved, Let Us Love One Another”             Michael Sitton 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 838                                       Beautiful Savior 

SCHONSTER HERR JESU 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION         Please stand as able. 
Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 
grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. Amen. 
 
See insert for hymn. 
SENDING HYMN: ELW 393                                    Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! 

LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 
DISMISSAL: 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE:      Majesté du Christ demandant sa gloire à son Père, from L’Ascension,    Olivier Messiaen 

 
Join us for coffee hour in the Fellowship Hall.  

 


